Aims
! examine the repercussions of
cultural autarchy on the
evolution of Italian
Mathematics
! analyse the tension between
the physical control over
individuals and objects, and
the free supranational
character of scientific
research
! Case-study: the journals of
the Reale Accademia d’Italia

The Royal Academy of Italy
! created on 7 January 1926 by the Fascist government, in 1939 absorbed the
R. Academy of Lincei, in 1944 was dissolved!
gather together and
protect the highest Italian
intellectual energies in the
fields of science, literature
and arts, making all
efforts possible to defend
and increase the spiritual
interests of Latin race, in
honour of the past and in
light of sacrosanct Italian
ambitions for the future.
[Annuario Ac. It. 1929, I,
p. 29-30]

[Inauguration of the Royal Academy of Italy, 10 October 1929, from left to right: B. Giuliano, T.
Tittoni, B. Mussolini, F. Boncompagni Ludovisi]

The Royal Academy of Italy
! 60 italian members, divided into four Classes (Physical, Mathematical
and Natural Sciences, Moral sciences, Arts, and Letters)
! Presidents: T. Tittoni (politician, 1929-31); G. Marconi (inventor of radiotelegraphy, 1930-37); G. D’Annunzio (poet, 1937-38); L. Federzoni
(politician, 1938-43); G. Gentile (philosopher 1943-44)
! M a t h e m a t i c i a n s : F.
Severi (1929-44); G.
Giorgi (1939-44), C.
Somigliana (1939-44),
G.C. Vallauri (1929-44),
C. Guidi (1929-41)
! Secretary of the Class
of Sciences: E. Fermi

[Mussolini’s visit to the Academy, 22
Avril 1933]

The Royal Academy of Italy
! The Academy of Italy was a scientific society characterized by a
strictly national and nationalistic stamp.
! All of its members were Italian and the Statute forbade not only the
admission of foreign members or correspondents but also that of
foreign scholars who were naturalized Italian citizens.

"!

Members
! With an ultra-Italian membership, consisting of almost exclusively Aryan
scholars, the Academy caused a rift in Italian mathematical community.
Behind the proposals of new associates, there was often a series of ploys by
F. Severi.

[ANL Rome, G. Castelnuovo to V. Volterra,
12 August 1933]

[Francesco Severi, 1879-1961]

The ‘missions’ of the Royal Academy of Italy
! exalt and protect the magnificent traditions of the most glorious
past that any country could ever boast
! to declare the need to renew and invigorate this past, in the light
of the Country’s newfound prestige and rightful desire of
grandeur
! delve into the Country’s life

The Academy of Italy was conceived, at the national level:
! as an advisory body for the Government on scientific issues,
and cultural and artistic expressions
! as a centre for the co-ordination of the Country’s intellectual
energies
! as a propaganda authority

Research Centers and Foundations
! the regime placed under the aegis of the Academy some foundations
and research institutions (the National Research Council, the Italian
Glaciological Committee, the School of Western Africa, the research
Centre of Oriental Studies, …)
! From 1929 the Academy of Italy was responsible for the legal and
financial administration of the Volta Foundation.

[First Congresso Volta on Nuclear Physics, 1931]

